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=i S8 READING COMPREHENSION

1. In Britain, there are traditional regional costumes and styles of dress associated with particular jobs or
social groups.

1) Read the text and tick those styles and costumes that are mentioned in the text (reading for
specific information):

a a national costume;

b special dress (for specific professions and occupations);
¢ items of clothing linked with particular social groups;
d casual clothes;
e clothes for formal occasions;
f clubwear.

ales and Scotland each have a national costume, although there is no English
one. Welsh national dress is seen on such occasions as the annual Llangollen
Eisteddfod.* Women wear full skirts, laced bodices, colourful shawls and a specif-
ic tall crowned black hat, while men have bright waistcoats and flat black hats. The
Scottish Highland dress, worn by both sexes and based on each clan’s distinctive
tartan, is considered the Scottish national dress. For men it includes a tweed jack-
et, a tartan kilt and tartan stockings. Women’s dress is similar, but with a tartan
skirt in place of the kilt. Scottish costume is worn at many national events, such
as the Highland Games, but also for everyday use by some Scots. A form of dress
similar to the Scottish one is also worn by the Irish on ceremonial or formal occa-
sions, showing the common Celtic and historical link between the two peoples.
Members of particular professions and occupations wear special dress. Among those
considered as distinctively British are the dark blue helmet and uniform of the
policeman, the ceremonial red tunics and busbies of some army regiments, the six-
teenth-century scarlet uniform of the Beefeaters, the gown and “mortarboard” of
university students, and the wigs worn by judges. To this one could add the bowler
hat, pin-striped trousers and rolled umbrella that were at one time almost a uni-
form for civil servants and City businessmen.
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Items of clothing that are linked with partic-
ular social groups are the flat cap, associated
with working-class men and the more round-
ed cap worn by the “country gentlemen”.

In general, people in Great Britain dress rather
informally. Many wear casual clothes most of
the time, not just when they are at home or
on holiday. Men and women wear jeans with a
shirt or T-shirt and a sweater to go shopping,
meet friends, go to a pub or bar, or take their
children out. Older people are more likely to
dress more smartly. When they go out, women
wear a dress or skirt and blouse while men wear
a shirt, jacket and trousers. In summer
younger people may wear shorts. %
There are a few occasions, when people like to
dress formally. For such occasions like inter-
views for jobs, men wear lounge suits, and
women wear suits or dresses. Many weddings,
for example, are very formal with men wear-
ing morning dress and women wearing extra-
vagant hats. Women also usually wear hats
at events, where members of the Royal Fami-
ly are present. Most people in Britain dress
smartly to go to a party or restaurant. Many people do not now dress up to
go to the theatre, as was once common, but prefer to wear casual or office
clothes.

2) Put a T next to the statement which is true, and put an F next to the statements which are false
according to the text.

1 ___ Wales, Scotland and England each has a national costume.

2 __ The Scottish Highland dress and the Scottish national dress are one and
the same thing.

3 ____ On ceremonial or formal occasions the Irish wear a form of dress similar

to the Scottish one.

___ Bright waistcoats and flat black hats are two pieces of the Welsh nation-
al dress worn by men.

Nowadays civil servants and City businessmen have a special uniform.
In Great Britain people like to dress formally.

___ Pieces of clothing associated with particular social groups are the flat cap
and the more rounded cap.

S
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8 __ Older people dress more smartly than young people.
9 _ Morning dresses are worn by British men in the morning.
10 At the events where members of the Royal Family are present women have

to wear hats.

Your score 16 15-13 12-10 9 n menee

Your mark 5 4 3 2
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1. For different occasions young people dress differently or are supposed to do so.
Read the letter of a teenage boy to the Early Times newspaper and a few replies to his letter.

Fill in the gaps with the appropriate forms of the verbs (Past Simple or would). Put commas where
necessary. There is an example for you at the beginning (0). b

| was invited to a dinner party recently. | thought it would be okay to
dress casually. So | wore jeans and a sweater. When | got there all the
guests were dressed up and | felt really left out. What would you advise?

0 If I (to be invited) to my friend’s dinner party, I (to think) twice what to wear.

If I was/were invited to my friend’s dinner party, | would think twice about
what to wear.

1 If my friend Emmie (fo ask) me to come to her birthday party, I (to ask) her
how to dress.

2 My friend (to feel upset) if 1 (to come) to his party wearing something casual.

3 I never (fo dress) casually if a party (fo be organised) in a club.

4 If my friend (to come) to my party in jeans, I (not to take any notice).

5 My friend (to go) home and change her clothes if she (not to be dressed) in a
proper way.

2. Transform the sentences using / wish. There is an example for you at the beginning (0).

0 Brand name clothes are very expensive.
| wish_brand name clothes were not very expensive.

1 Russian fashion designers are not as popular as Italian or French designers.

2 Not many people can afford to buy highly fashionable clothes. ¢
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There are no Marks and Spencer stores in our city.

Boys do not pay much attention to their appearance.

-

5 Fashion shows cannot be seen online. §

>

1 cannot customize pieces of clothing that do not fit me.

Your score 16 14-12 10-8 6 n meHee

Your mark 5 4 3 2

5. Read the following text and then choose the correct alternative (a, b, or c) to fill in the gaps.

There is an example for you at the beginning (0).

In Tudor Times* children wore the same style of (0)_clothing as their pa-
rents.

In the period from 1811 to 1820 girls continued to be (1)
of their parents’ wish to match the popular idea of beauty.
beauty in that period was: slim bodies, tight waists and pale (2) ____ ke

5 . In the 1880s it was (3) to wear very long
in the evening. At the end of the 1880s a knitted costume (the so-called
y dress”*) (4) ke fashion. (5)

vx.'as. in fashion for women, furs were in fashion both for men and women. During
the Second World War in Britain designs were simple: padded (6) _
and skirts to just below the knee, a small hat and functional bag and





image5.jpeg
shoes. In the late 1970s (7)
ion arena. By the early 1980s (8)
become a fashionable uniform. Today body (9)

was brought into the fash-

and training shoes had
has

replaced tattooing among the more eccentric of London’s youth. Any part of your

body can be (10)

with a ring, bar or stud. If you are

visiting London from abroad and want (11) all the lat-

est London trends, you have to read the fashion magazines.

0 a fashion b design ¢ clothing

1 a victims b favourites ¢ the hope

2 a appearance b colour C blue

3 a individual b fashionable ¢ customized

4 a came b came into ¢ came in

5 a Footwear b Jewellery ¢ Clothes -

6 a legs b arms ¢ shoulders

7 a sports b sportswear ¢ sports shoes

8 a tracksuits b flares ¢ schoolgirl pinafores

9 a painting b building C piercing

10 a embroidered b pierced ¢ decorated

11 a to be fashionable b to be in fashion ¢ to keep up to date with
Your score 11 10-9 8-6 5 u menee
Your mark 5 4 3 2

Look through the letter placed in the Problem Shared column in the teenage magazine Shout. The letter is
addressed to Cathy, who helps young readers to solve their problems. How would you soive the girl's prob-

lem if you were Cathy?

Write a 100-120-word letter to reply to the girl through the magazine.

cathy, my friend’s family doesn’t have any money and her mum gets all
her stuff from charity shops. She’s so embarrassed and upset about it and
although 1| feel sorry for her | don’t know how | can help. Please tell me

what | can do.





